" Neue Freie Presse " and British Foreign Policy

to have an interview with the Czar before Fallieres* journey,
but the Czar is not particularly anxious for it and I doubt
whether he will be successful. What I do know is there is an
industrial crisis and the factories of Berlin like those of the
small towns in the neighbourhood of Kleinitz are dismissing
workmen every day. This isn't altogether a bad thing for us
who are landed proprietors because it increases our manual
labour but it creates discontent. Not being accustomed to the
hard outdoor work which is much less well paid than work
in the factories people feel the difference and suffer thereby.

Kleinitz, Sth July, 1908.

You will have noticed an article in the Neue Freie Presse,
entitled "Behind the scenes," on the subject of British policy.
According to this article England reserves certain privileges
for herself and gives some to Russia by abandoning the
Bosphorous and taking Mesopotamia for herself with a view
to having an overland route to India. France receives a pro-
tectorate over Syria and Italy Tripoli. This will be a new-
Entente and will replace that of Miirzsteg and Austria will
have Salonica. This Proposal would be very tempting for
Austria, the newspaper says, whereas Germany would be left
quite on one side under this scheme. Besides the Triple
Alliance would be in jeopardy because the basis of the alliance
between Germany and Italy is precisely the antagonism
between the latter and Russia in the Balkans. Betka's second
son who returned from London three days ago said the Aus-
trian Ambassador had been very busy there and had been in
daily conversation with Grey and King Edward. The latter
will go on from Marienbad to Ischl to pay a visit to the
Emperor Francis Joseph with the object of seeking a direct
understanding with TiimT

I don't know how much of this article is true, but if King
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